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FLASH	 TEHRAN

IMMEDIATE SAIGON

SUBJECT: ENHANCE PLUS

1. AMBASSADOR SHOULD REQUEST IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT WITH
SHAH AND INDICATE YOU ARE SEEKING, ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM
PRESIDENT, IRANIAN COOPERATION ON MATTER OF HIGHEST
URGENCY AND IMPORTANCE WHICH MAY MATERIALLY ADVANCE
PROSPECTS FOR EARLY PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA.

2. SPECIFIC US REQUEST IS THAT SHAH AGREE TO TURN OVER
TO US FOR SHIPMENT TO VIETNAM, ENTIRE IRANIAN FORCE
{90 AIRCRAFT} OF F-5AS FOR IMMEDIATE DISASSEMBLY AND
DELIVERY TO VIETNAM BY FASTEST POSSIBLE US CARRIERS
{PROBABLY C-5AS}.

3. US WILL SUPPLEMENT TO EXTENT NECESSARY PERSONNEL
REQUIRED TO DISASSEMBLE AIRCRAFT FOR ONWARD SHIPMENT.
US WILL BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS WITH GOI ON VERY URGENT
BASIS	 ARRANGEMENTS TO CREDIT GOI WITH APPROPRIATE
AMOUNTS IN REPAYMENT TO BE USED AGAINST FURTHER AIRCRAFTPURCHASES.

4. US ALSO APPROACHING CERTAIN OTHER COUNTRIES WITH
F-5AS IN SIMILAR MANNER AT HIGHEST LEVEL.

5. WE RECOGNIZE UNPRECEDENTED NATURE THIS REQUEST, WHICH
IS DONE ONLY FOR REASONS OF UNPARALLED IMPORTANCE.



6. WE NEED ANSWER BY TOMORROW.

7. YOU SHOULD STRESS TO SHAH EXTREME IMPORTANCE KEEPING
THIS MATTER IN CLOSEST POSSIBLE HOLD BASIS, ALTHOUGH
WE RECOGNIZE PUBLICITY INEVITABLE AFTER EXECUTION
BEGINS.

8. FYI NOW IS TIME WE NEED TO CASH IN CREDIT WE HAVE
BUILT UP WITH IRANIANS. WE CANNOT GUARANTEE THAT
VIETNAM SETTLEMENT WILL BE ASSURED BY THIS MOVE, BUT
WITHOUT IT PROSPECTS ARE SUBSTANTIALLY DIMMER. END FYI

	
9. TEHRAN ALSO REPEAT RESPONSE TO SAIGON.
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